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that could wait, and that the documents should be returned without
delay. The telegram was despatched on Friday. On Saturday, a
telegram was received [in reply] stating that the draft Bill1 submitted
by Mr. Gandhi having been misplaced, another copy should be for-
warded. Copies were then sent of Mr. Gandhi's letter2 of February 22
and the draft of the proposed Bill. On Monday, a telephone message
was received to the effect that General Smuts had called a meeting
of the Cabinet and that a reply would be sent on Tuesday. This is
where matters stand as I write this news-letter on Monday evening.
CARTWRIGHT'S EFFORTS
All this while, Mr. Cartwright has been exerting himself a great .
deal. He arranged [for Mr. Gandhi] to meet Sir Percy Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Chaplin and Mr. Lindsay. All these persons admit that the
outrageous Act ought not to apply to those who have taken out regis-
ters voluntarily or may do so in future. The last word in the matter
clearly rests with the Indian community.
Since the negotiations are now going on in private, no other steps
are called for, which is why a mass meeting has not been held. If a
fight becomes inevitable, it will be necessary to hold one.
It was decided not to publicize the letters sent to the Govern-
ment, but Pretoria News has already reproduced them from Indian
Opinion.
Notices demanding the return of applications continue to be
served on Mr. Chamney, Hopes of a settlement have, however, induced
some slackness in this regard. Circular letters [from the British Indian
Association] have been sent round to [committees in] all the towns.
Everyone will send the notice.3
Tuesday [June 2, 1908]
Mr. Hosken, Mr. Doke, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Polak, Mr. Perry and
others met at Mr. Hosken's office. At this meeting, they reaffirmed their
decision to lend assistance to the Indian community. There has
been no news so far from Pretoria.
CEMETERY
For some time the local Town Council has had an eye on the
Muslim section of the cemetery. It is obviously much too large. But
it is the view of the Moulvis that, since the place has been used as a
Muslim cemetery, non-Muslims may not be buried there. The Hamidia
1 Vide enclosure to "Letter to General Smuts", pp. 103-4,
2  Vide "Letter to General Smuts", pp. 101-3.
3  Vide "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 268-9.